The Point System and Out of Province Rodeos


The OHSRA passed at the Annual General Meeting to maintain the following guidelines re: points and rodeos for this season.  I hope that giving a detailed explanation will make it easier for everyone to understand how the point system works. There are also descriptions in the Rule Book of the variations in the point systems.  This can be very confusing, so I would encourage anyone who has questions about the point system to ask a member of the executive so that you get a full and complete explanation.

As per the vote at the Annual General Meeting, it is the goal of the executive to hold 10 Ontario Rodeos this season and to allow competitors to bring in 2 Out of Province Rodeos if they choose. Out of these 12 possible rodeos, the competitor will be allowed to pick any 11 rodeos that they choose to count towards their year-end points and points going into the Provincial Finals. The points determine who is the champion at each rodeo as well as who is the All-Around Champions. 10 points are awarded to the winner of each event, 9 points to 2nd place down to 1 point for 10th place.  There will be also plenty of points available at our Provincial Finals.  We have had 3 rodeos to date and are hoping to finalize one more rodeo for this fall, details of which will be given as soon as dates etc are confirmed.  

We have rodeoed frequently with the Michigan High School Rodeo Association over the past 3 years and have enjoyed both the friendship and the competition!  They have rodeos regularly over the winter and many of our competitors have taken advantage of the additional practice and experience of rodeoing regularly.  Michigan rodeos all year long with the indoor facilities in Morley, Michigan and in Adrian,.Michigan.  Our members are welcome to enter the rodeos there; it is your responsibility to obtain the entry form from Shelley McArthur and to enter the rodeo directly. These are termed Out of Province Rodeos. Points for these rodeos will be counted exactly where you place in relation to the Michigan competitors. Ie. If you placed 2nd in an event you will receive 9 points; if you place 10th place you will receive 1 point.  Ontario points will not be counted separately.  You may enter as many rodeos as you wish and can pick which rodeos you would like to count towards your year-end points. These Out of Province Rodeos will not be listed on our website and entries are usually due 1 week before the rodeo. Entry forms can be mailed or faxed and all of the entry information is on the bottom of the entry form.  The results will all be posted on the website.  Michigan rodeo dates are as follows:

Sept 24 – J-J Resort (HS ? JR)

Morley – (Both HS & JR) – Oct 1, Nov 5, Dec 3, Jan 21, Feb 3, Mar 3, Apr 1, May 6

Adrian- (Both HS & JR)- Oct 22, Nov 12, Dec 10, Jan 28, Feb 11, Mar 18, Apr 8, May 13

Ontario will count 1 rodeo in Michigan as an Ontario rodeo.  This rodeo will  be the Michigan Horse Council rodeo at the Michigan State University in East Lansing on March 10, 2006.  As this will be one of our Ontario High School rodeos, our Ontario points will count separately from Michigan. There are no Junior High Events at this rodeo. This rodeo will be listed on our website along with the entry form etc. which will go to our secretary, who will forward them all together to Michigan. Our highest placing Ontario competitor in each event will receive 10 points and so on down regardless of how any competitor in Michigan places. I would strongly encourage everyone to attend this rodeo – it has a huge audience and is a lot of fun. 
At the end of the year, a competitor who attended all of the rodeos would have 10 Ontario rodeos and 2 Out of Province Rodeos that they chose to count.  You would then drop whichever rodeo you chose, usually the rodeo you received the least amount of points, leaving you with the total points from the total 11 rodeos which you would count the points (usually your highest placing rodeos) to bring into our Provincial Finals.  You will need to declare which rodeos you wish to count by June 1st, or, in the event that you do not choose; your highest point rodeos will be chosen for you. Should you be unable to attend a June rodeo or have a poor rodeo – rodeos will be substituted to ensure that you have your best rodeos going into the finals.   
At the end of our Provincial Finals, our top 4 competitors in each high school event will be eligible to compete in Springfield, Illinois at the National High School Finals from July 24 -30, 2006. Any ties in placings for the top 3 positions will roll down, ie. If there is a tie for 3rd spot, those competitors would take the 3rd and 4th spots and the 4th place person would no longer be eligible.  However, all ties in the 4th place spot will all be allowed to attend.  Placings will only roll down as far as 8th place if necessary.  Ie.  If there are 1 person each in 1st , 2nd,3rd and 4th spot. The 3rd place person is unable to attend; therefore it rolls down to the next placing which would be the 5th place person at the year-end /Provincial Finals.  If there were 4 people tied for 4th spot, all 4 of these competitors would be eligible to compete. The top 5 competitors in each event at the Provincial Finals will also be eligible to compete in the Canadian High School Finals, tentatively booked in Medicine Hat, Alberta on Aug 3 – 6, 2006.  At our Provincial Finals all of the paperwork and entry forms for the National High School Finals and the Canadian Finals will need to be completed.  You must be able to make a decision at our Provincial Finals should you have the opportunity to go and this is something that you and your family should have discussed at length. 
Wrangler Junior High Division

 Finalized information regarding the Wrangler Junior High will be available at a later date – tentatively booked for the first weekend in July in Gallop, New Mexico for top placing competitors.  The point system applies the same to the Junior Members as well as the number of qualifying rodeos that they are entitled to bring into the Provincial Finals.  They are entitled and encouraged to attend some of the out of Province rodeos in Michigan as well.
A Few Ground Rules for New Members:
1. You must be dressed in appropriate western attire as per the rulebook, 1 hour before the rodeo begins and for the duration of the rodeo (even if your event is over).  

2. You must wear your back number at all times at the rodeo.

3. Competitors are expected to be at the rodeo 2 hours ahead of time to help set up banners etc.  Competitors are also expected to help take down banners etc. at the end of each rodeo. 
4. All members are expected to check in with the rodeo secretary Michelle Stacheruk and Shelley McArthur, provincial secretary, when they arrive at the rodeo.  There are day sheets available which list all competitors in order as well as the order of events.  Your parents etc are welcome to take one.  They are available at the rodeo sign in.  
5.  There will be a brief contestant meeting at the beginning of each rodeo.  At this time any changes in ground rules for that specific rodeo will be announced at that time.  This is also your opportunity to ask any questions that you might have.  Unless otherwise announced this will take place in behind the chutes 15 minutes prior to rodeo start time. 
6. Contestants are expected to participate in Grand Entry if possible. Contestants should be ready to go 15 minutes ahead of rodeo start time. Our Queen Brooke McArthur is looking after grand entry this year.

6. Event time limits are as follows:

Calf Roping, Breakaway Roping, Ribbon Roping – 30 second time limit, 1 loop

Steer Wrestling, Chute Dogging , Goat tying – 30 second time limit

Team Roping- 30 second time limit, 3 loops total

I would like to encourage everyone to read their rulebooks.  You are expected to be familiar with all of the general rules as well as the rules of the events in which you compete.  Please ask if you are unsure of any of the rules. 

As we have said, we are looking for more volunteers to assist with the association.  As we continue to expand, we need more people to fill positions.  Please talk to someone on the executive about how you can get involved. 
Looking forward to a great season with a great group!  

Cathy Grant

National Director
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help this year –

we appreciate it and we need your support!!
